
 
Acupuncture 
Foundation 
Professional 
Association 
 
 

 
17/5/2020 
 
Dear Members, 
 
We are aware that there is considerable concern amongst our members over when and if they are able to 
open their clinics. Various communications have taken place with government departments. We are still 
awaiting clarification from NPHET but we have received the following responses.  
 
The Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation have said "It is not necessary to seek official 
authorisation from the Department and the Department cannot advise you further on this issue.  It is a matter for 
each business to determine where they fit on the roadmap." 
 
The HSA Workplace contact unit have said "The process of determining what is an essential service is a self-
assessment process and the businesses have to determine whether they are essential or not" 
 
Therefore it is the responsibility of each practitioner to determine if and when they open their clinic. The 
AFPA and ACI would recommend that if practitioners do intend to open their practice they do so in a 
measured manner, in line with other healthcare providers in private practice.  
 
Currently it is the shared opinion of the AFPA and the ACI that if our members decide to open their clinics 
they should do so for ‘essential services’ for patients who do not have Covid-19 or symptoms of Covid-19.  
 
For acupuncturists examples of ‘essential services’ would include: 
 

• Patients with severe pain 
• Patients whose chronic conditions have deteriorated or may deteriorate without treatment 
• Time dependant treatments – e.g. fertility treatments 
• Supporting the health and wellbeing of frontline workers  

 
Although the AFPA and ACI do not have the authority to direct any member to open or close their practice, 
our guidance to our members would be not to reopen their practice unless they are able to adhere to the 
government’s “Return to Work Safely Protocol” and their association’s supplementary guidelines. We 
further recommend having sufficient and appropriate PPE and cleaning supplies available in your clinic. 
 
Yours Faithfully 
 
 
Shane        Juliane  
Shane McMunn      Juliane Colleran 
Chair AFPA       Chair ACI 


